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Purpose
To establish a procedure on how to section sentinel lymph nodes for different specimen types and how to section non-sentinel lymph nodes. 

Procedure 

All Dermatopathology Sentinel Lymph Nodes (SLNs)
1. Measure the specimen in 3 dimensions.
2. Dissect out lymph nodes (usually there is only 1 lymph node received for each SLN container).
3. Dictate how many lymph nodes are present and give the measurement(s).
4. Serially section PARALLEL to the long axis at 2 mm intervals. 
5. Describe the cut surfaces.
6. Submit the entire lymph node. Retain any excess fat. If there is excess fat retained in the container, please state “fat retained” in your cassette summary. 
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Gynecological (GS) and Breast (BE) Sentinel Lymph Nodes (includes vulva)
1. Measure the specimen in 3 dimensions.
2. Dissect out lymph nodes (usually there is only 1 lymph node received for each SLN container).
3. Dictate how many lymph nodes are present and give the measurement(s).
4. Serially section PERPENDICULAR to the long axis at 2 mm intervals. 
5. Describe the cut surfaces.
6. Submit the entire lymph node. Retain any excess fat. If there is excess fat retained in the container, please state “fat retained” in your cassette summary. 






Non-sentinel lymph nodes (any tissue type/service)
1. Measure the specimen in 3 dimensions.
2. Dissect out lymph node(s).
3. Dictate how many lymph nodes are present and give the measurement(s).
4. Section the lymph nodes in the plane that will give the least amount of cassettes. This will usually be bisecting or cutting parallel to the longest axis. These sections can be 3-4 mm thick.
5. Describe the cut surfaces.
6. Submit all of the lymph nodes. Retain any excess fat. If there is excess fat retained in the container, please state “fat retained” in your cassette summary. 
a. If there is a large grossly positive lymph node, submit at least 1 section per centimemter of the greatest dimension of the positive lymph node to include areas from the periphery/capsule.
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